Medicaid Expansion in Ohi: On Medicaid expansion, Governor Kasich should

$3.1BILLION

Medicaid expansion in Ohio would result in a rapid k n OW b e tt e r .
increase in spending beginning in 2017, quickly

surpassing any modest savings from reductions in state

payments to providers for uncompensated care. On net,

the expansion would cost Ohio taxpayers $3.1 billion

through 2022, ® Medicaid unfairly subjects the poor to the worst health
MEDICAID EXPANSION, INMILLIONS outcomes of any health care plan,* and is rife with fraud.?

$985 million

= Projections show costs will explode and devastate Ohio’s
budget.® It’s a fool’s bargain; the debt ridden federal government
cannot possibly sustain the promised subsidies.*

EXPENDITURES

® Thousands of Ohioans will lose their existing coverage as
private insurers are crowded out of the market.’

Sources: Heritage Foundation ions based on data and from John Holahan et al.,

Call and ask the Governor to reconsider, but most important, call your
ar sty st s o o202 | State legislators to politely insist they vote NO on Medicaid

http://www.kff.org/medicaid/upload/8384.pdf (accessed February 28, 2013). ; i i i
' expansion in Ohio. Contacts: http://www.ohio.gov/government/state

& heritage.org

Medicaid Needs Reform, Not Expansion

Medicaid is a broken system with poor health outcomes, out of control costs, and well documented waste and
fraud. It needs to be reformed, not expanded. Let’s not implement more of the unpopular health law.

Governor Kasich says Ohio should accept federal money to expand the Medicaid system, even though The
Supreme Court made it clear we are not required to. He argues that: (1) /f we don’t, Ohio taxpayer money will
go to other states. Wrong. The federal offer is an open ended promise to subsidize Medicaid expansion state
by state. It's not a fixed pie with a slice for each state. The pie grows to accommodate whichever states get
duped into taking the bait. If Ohio says no, the pie won’t grow as much, Ohio’s budget will be saved, and our
children will have less debt. (2) Without more Medicaid money, he says, hospitals will be financially harmed
and some may even close. This is based on highly speculative assumptions which underestimate the costs of
a dramatically expanded Medicaid population, and overestimate the expected reduction in emergency room
visits by uninsured patients. The truth is here: http://ohio.mediatrackers.org/2013/03/05/hospital-lobby-cannot-
justify-medicaid-expansion and here: http://www.opportunityohio.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/Thoughts-
from-National-Health-Care-Experts.pdf (see page 4 regarding hospitals and state and federal funding)

The real answer lies in free market reforms to empower low income workers to gain the dignity and better
health outcomes offered by private health care insurance. http://www.galen.org/topics/medicaid-patients-
deserve-the-dignity-of-private-insurance Medicaid expansion takes this option away from thousands.®

Call your state legislators to politely insist they vote NO on Medicaid expansion in Ohio.
Contacts: http://www.ohiohouse.gov http://www.ohiosenate.gov Governor’s office: (614) 466-3555
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For more information, contact Principles First USA, Inc. - Cincinnati, OH - info@principlesfirstusa.org - 513-257-0155
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